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Minutes of a meeting of the SPALDING TOWN FORUM held in the Meeting Room 1, 
Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Wednesday, 2 December 2015 at 6.30 
pm.

PRESENT
Councillors:

G Aley (Chairman)
D Ashby
G K Dark
C J Lawton
A M Newton
G J Taylor
J D McLean (Vice Chairman)
P A Williams
H Drury

Community Representatives:

J Honnor (Spalding and District Civic Society) and Pastor Kevin Taylor (South 
Holland Churches Together). 

In Attendance:   

Shelley French (Democratic Services Support Officer) Rhonda Oldfield (Democratic 
Services Manager), Jonathan Wickham (Senior Project Leader (Lincolnshire County 
Council)) and Maxine Stukins (Senior Highways Officer (Lincolnshire County 
Council)). 

Apologies for absence were received from The Lord Porter of Spalding CBE, 
Councillor R Gambba-Jones and Gavin Almond (Town Centre Traders).  

19. MINUTES 

The  minutes of the meeting held on 17 September 2015 were agreed as a correct 
record. 

20. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

There were none. 

21. SPALDING TRANSPORT STRATEGY 

Johnathan Wickham (Senior Project Leader – Lincolnshire County Council) and 
Maxine Stukins (Senior Highways Officer – Lincolnshire County Council) were in 
attendance to provide a presentation to Spalding Town Forum on the Spalding 
Transport Strategy.  

The Chairman reminded members that they had received a presentation in 2014, 
when the Transport Strategy for Spalding 2014 – 2036 had been implemented.  
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Jonathan and Maxine  provided a brief overview of how the strategy was progressing.  
The traffic signalling in the central Spalding area was being reviewed, Winfrey 
Avenue junction with Kings’ Road and Swan Street junction with Station Approach 
Road signals  all come to the end of their life cycle and new arrangements were 
being investigated.  A Computer modelling system had been used to see if there was 
a better layout for the junctions, that would help the traffic around the town centre 
move much more efficiently.  The system that was used was demonstrated to 
members of the Forum, it demonstrated how changing signalling patterns, removal of 
signals etc. could be considered and what impact that would have on the traffic flow.  
Examples of the different scenarios were as follows:

 Close Swan Street to through traffic;
 Mini roundabout at Winfrey Avenue/ Kings’ Road;
 Removal of the Right turn ban into Pinchbeck Road;
 Close part of Winfrey Avenue; and
 St Thomas’ Road one-way traffic. 

Work was being undertaken by Jonathan and Maxine and the Traffic Signals Team 
working together to see which of the scenarios worked best.   

In addition to the signalling work there was plans for a cycling and walking audit, 
currently links around the town were very poor.  It had become apparent that there 
had been an increase in the number of cycling accidents, which was very troubling.  

The Chairman stated that he was happy with what was being proposed and the work 
that had been undertaken to try and improve Spalding’s Transport.  Members of the 
Forum were invited to ask questions:

 Should Swan Street be closed, would that not have great impact elsewhere?

Any alteration would inevitably have an impact on the traffic flow elsewhere 
throughout the town. 

 Had the increase in the number of trains coming through Spalding, specifically 
the freight trains and what impact that would have?

Currently it was just the passenger trains that had been taken into account. 

 Were some of the roads too wide for zebra crossings, should the traffic 
signalled pedestrian crossings be removed.  

Maxine advised that the road layout would be adapted to take into account any 
addition of different styles of pedestrian crossings, dependent on need.  
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 The cycle tracks within the town did not make sense, could they be altered?

It was explained that space was very limited as to where dedicated cycle routes could 
be placed, the routes were being evaluated as part of the cycling and walking audit. 

 It was felt that the bus station was not safe for pedestrians crossing over into 
the near by shopping area. 

Maxine explained that there was no footpath at the side of the bus station where the 
shopping area was, therefore a pedestrian crossing would not be added.  There were 
several points that were safe for pedestrians to use, but unfortunately they were not 
being used, the safest way was not always the quickest way.  

 Had there been much more thought given to the closure of traffic at Swan 
Street?  It was felt that when it had previously been closed because of road 
works there had been an improvement to the traffic flow.  

Maxine advised that an informal consultation had been undertaken, the outcome of 
that was around 50% for closure and 50% against, no decisive outcome.  In order to 
put forward the proposal to close a road to through traffic would require more 
political, business and public support.  

 It was noted by members that the schools within Spalding where parents were 
causing congestion by dropping their children off near to schools and that this 
had an impact on local residents and traffic wanting to move through those 
areas.  Members asked if there was anything that could be done about these 
situations?

It was agreed that unfortunately many parents would take and pick up their children 
from school by car, rather than walking and cycling.  Some schools within 
Lincolnshire had set up School Safety Zones, enforced by the schools themselves, 
which would not allow parents to drop off/collect their children within that zone.  

 Concerns were raised over a stretch of footpath that had recently been closed 
in Little London, and the impact it had on pedestrians who lived in that area of 
Spalding.   It was suggested that a reduction in the speed limit in that area 
may help towards improving the safety for those using that area.  

Members were advised that the footpath had been closed with the anticipation that 
work would take place in June 2015.  Unfortunately the costs had been elevated for 
the proposed work and there was insufficient budget available to allow the work to go 
ahead.  Solutions to make the area much safer were being investigated and metal 
barriers had been added to the path to alert pedestrians to its closure.  Maxine 
advised that a reduction in speed limit in that area could be achieved, but only on a 
temporary basis, with a 12 month traffic order.  It was agreed that Maxine would 
make further enquires about the potential impact a traffic order could have and its 
possibilities.  
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 Members enquired if there was a possibility of having a footbridge over the 
Winsover Road level crossing, as this had been requested on several 
occasions and that there had been one in the past. 

Jonathan advised that there had in the past been a footbridge but a later ‘Act’ had 
been put in place that removed the requirement of there to be one in place.  

The Chairman thanked Jonathan and Maxine for the comprehensive update on the 
situation and all agreed that the work being done was very promising.  

(Pastor Kevin Taylor left the meeting at 7.38p.m. during consideration of the above 
item).  

22. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT 

There were none. 

23. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of Spalding Town Forum was scheduled to take place on 16 March 
2016. 

(The meeting ended at 7.58 p.m.)

(End of minutes).


